
Foundation That Supports Growth

We have established an LCA system for products and 
have conducted in-house assessments since fiscal 2015.
      Assessment of 12 items has been set as the target 
for the two years from fiscal 2018 to 2019. However, 
since there were no new target products in fiscal 2018, 
we did not conduct any assessments.

* LCA: Stands for lifecycle assessment. LCA is a 
method to quantitatively evaluate the resources 
used to produce a product at each stage of its 
lifecycle—from raw material procurement, 
manufacturing, distribution and use to disposal—
as well as its load on the environment, and also the 
potential environmental impact that the product 
and resources may have on the Earth and 
ecosystems.

Promotion of LCA Assessment for Products 
(6 Items Targeted)

Promotion of LCA* 
Assessment for Products

Factories run by the Suminoe Textile Group have been 
undertaking various unique activities since fiscal 2013 
to protect biodiversity based on the environment 
protection guidelines the Group formulated in fiscal 2011.

Activity Policy

Environmental Activities 
for Preserving Biodiversity 
in Business Operations

0
items

Target not attained

　 Reduction of impact on biodiversity from 
business activities

  .   Monitoring the situation on biodiversity around 
factories and their vicinity

  .   Using locally-grown native species, not nonnative 
species, for tree planting

  .   Periodically cleaning areas near factories and improving 
environmental conditions there by weeding out grass

  .   Checking sustainability when biological resources are 
used as product material

  .   Promoting development of products with recycled 
material and building a recycling system to manufacture 
such products

  .   Incorporating activities for biodiversity preservation 
into an environmental management system

  .   Promoting new measures that are possible at each 
factory for preservation of biodiversity

Promoting new measures that are possible at 
each factory for preservation of biodiversity
Activities to seek suppliers’ cooperation in 
reducing impact on biodiversity across the 
entire supply chain

  .   Seeking cooperation from suppliers in observing green 
purchase guidelines to promote our efforts to preserve 
biodiversity

Social contribution activities
  .   Supporting groups engaging in forestry preservation 

activities
  .   Supporting green charity activities

Activity Results

[Nara Factory of Suminoe Textile Co., Ltd.]
The factory has participated in activities of the Ando 
Ouyu-Kai, an association aimed at developing a cherry 
tree-lined promenade in the area along the Okazaki 
River flowing south of the factory, and has taken care 
of the trees.

[Shiga Factory of Suminoe Techno Co., Ltd.]
The factory has been working on propagating the 
Sasayuri lily, known as the flower of Koka City and 
a symbol of the harmonious coexistence of people and 
nature, on the factory premises.

[Factory at the head office of Owari Seisen Co., Ltd.] 
The factory has been supporting the project to revive 
fireflies along the Kiso River and in other wetland areas, 
as a member of the Ichinomiya Heisei Firefly Association.

Promotion of Development of 
Environment-Friendly Technologies (One Goal Set)

Promotion of Development 
of Environment-Friendly 
Technologies and Products

1

2

3 Hybrid cushion material made by combining 
SUMICUBE® (seat cushion material for train cars) and 
SUMICUBE AIR (new resin spring material)
Caruru, an ultralight carpet that can be easily washed 
at home, made in pursuit of lightness and compactness
“空気を洗う壁紙® (Air Cleaning 
Wallcoverings) Olefin Plus” that can 
deodorize 12 substances, featuring 
recycled materials on the surface

1

2

3

One product
Target attained

There were no overseas factories that 
started compilation of environment-related 
data during fiscal 2018.

Compilation of Data for Overseas Factories

Consolidation of Data on 
Environmental Impact of Overseas 
Factories and Reduction of Such Impact
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Promotion of the Development of 
Environment-Friendly Products (3 Goals Set)

UV inkjet printing on PH film
We have developed a technology that 
enables high-resolution, lightfast printing 
on environment-friendly floor signage 
films that are often used for train cars.

Three products
Target attained

0 companies 
starting 

compilation

Eco Challenge 2020 (Fiscal 2018 Results)

Initiatives for the Environment

Exhibition on the History of Train Interiors 
(Moquette from Meiji, Taisho and Showa) Held

Suminoe Textile Co., Ltd. organized an exhibition 
highlighting the moquette (seat cloth) for train cars. 
The company first developed it in Japan and has continued 
its production and sales to this day.

We displayed rare original moquettes we have produced, 
over the change of the times through the eras of Meiji, 
Taisho, Showa and Heisei.
      Most notably, the moquette indicating the emblem of 
the Osaka City Tram, miotsukushi channel marker, is the oldest 
domestic item preserved at the company. It astonished 
visitors with its vivid color retained from those days.
      More recent moquettes displayed included those for 
the 0-series Shinkansen (operated by Japan National 
Railways) as well as those for other trains of JR and private 
railways. Visitors were able to directly touch them and 
feel the difference in materials, such as wool and polyester.
      In addition to moquettes for train cars, we also displayed 
moquettes for ships used during the Taisho Era and early 
Showa Era. The classy designs for international passenger ships 
conjure an image of luxurious cruises in the good old days.
      Since the exhibition attracted many visitors from across 

Japan and was very well received, we extended the period 
of the Osaka Event and hastily organized the Tokyo Event.
      It served as a wonderful opportunity to publicize 
the history of train interior materials and the Suminoe 
Textile Group’s strong desire to take on new challenges 
and to become a “one-of-a-kind” company.

Thank you very much for reading our CSR Report 2019.
      We organized the information about the Group’s ideas and projects related to CSR activities and expressed them in 
an easy-to-understand manner. While we receive growing demands for tackling international social challenges, we are determined to 
continue steady implementation of CSR activities to become a corporate group to be trusted. In this respect, we would be grateful if 
you could give us your candid opinions and comments about the Group’s CSR activities by answering the questionnaire, for future reference.

CSR Report Editorial Team

Osaka SIP and Tokyo SIP (Showrooms)

Editorial Postscript

Osaka SIP
4F, 3-11-20 Minami-Semba, 
Chuo-ku, Osaka

Phone 
+81-6-6251-9380

Fax
+81-6-6251-9959

Tokyo SIP
BR Gotanda Building 3F
2-30-4 Nishi-Gotanda, 
Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo

Phone
+81-3-5434-6545

Fax
+81-3-5434-2315

[Osaka Event]

[Tokyo Event]

Period: April 22 (Mon.) to August 31 (Sat.), 2019
Venue: Suminoe Textile Co., Ltd.

Showroom on the 4F of 
the Head Office Building

Period: September 17 (Tue.) to December 26 (Thu.), 2019
Venue: Suminoe Textile Co., Ltd.

Tokyo Showroom on the 3F 
of BR Gotanda Building

Seat cloth for Osaka City Tram Seat cloth for the Ikegami-maru
 (ship) of O.S.K. Lines, Ltd.

Using these venues, we share information on interior fittings through projects, such as history exhibitions and seminars, 
and work on diverse cultural/social contribution activities.
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